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streets lost in the contemplation of the horror or inevitable
war, for I knew that the people, though now misled, would
not permit the further shame of repudiating the new obli-
gations to defend Poland, Hungary, and Rumania which
Britain, with no visible means of fulfilling them, had now
imposed upon herself.
That Hitler and Mussolini would ultimately be defeated
I never doubted; but how were we to get the necessary
strength, how to overcome weakness through Indian unrest
and the German sympathies of the dissident Dutch in
Africa? And how were we to get permanent peace at the
end of all? Those who so lightmindedly were celebrating
peace with Germany and Italy now would be sure to swing
to the opposite extreme in war. They would be the loudest
in their execration of Germans and Italians; they would
want vengeance rather than a just peace and might repeat
the follies the Allies had committed in their treatment of
the Weimar republic.
These thoughts beset me hard, and after many days an
answer suddenly came as though it were a voice speaking
to me. It brought no relief, for the certainty of a coming
terrible war remained, but it spoke of the end of war
through the building up of federations, and the merging
of these in some ultimate world federation which would
keep the world's peace. At the same time it spoke of the
solution of the struggle between capitalism and socialism
by the methods of consumer cooperation, which by its own
natural and irresistible growth must inevitably outdistance
any other economic system.
Three weeks after 'Munich', on October 20, 1938 I
grasped a pen and wrote down the words 'Federate or
Perish!' as though I were an automaton. This was the
heading to a letter which I sent the same day to a London
paper, to the leading provincial papers and to papers in
Indian provincial capital cities. The London editor
courteously replied that he realized the importance of the
subject but that he felt that its treatment was too far
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